Middle childhood onset of interictal psychosis.
The authors describe three children (mean age = 7.8 years) with complex partial epilepsy, left temporal lobe involvement, and interictal schizophrenia-like psychosis. As described in adults with complex partial epilepsy, these children met DSM-III criteria for schizophrenia, their affect was intact, and they demonstrated no negative signs of schizophrenia. Unlike adult epileptic patients, these children demonstrated psychotic symptomatology despite inadequate seizure control and after a short latency period. The possible role of early onset seizures, temporal lobe lesions, and kindling on the developing brain are discussed.